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Lake Beautyberry Chapter Calendar – Fall 2021 through Spring 2022
Program Meeting – Sunday, November 21, 2021. Gather at 2 pm - Program at 2:30 pm
We are happy to announce we will be holding our meeting in person at Trout Lake Nature Center, Eustis. Neta
has an interesting program arranged on “Soil Microorganisms and Disturbances” to be presented by Sarah
Harttung, UCF Masters Student. Neta explains the topic as follows: “The underground world of soil is a
wonderfully complex web of relationships between plants, water, gases, nutrients, invertebrates and
microscopic organisms. Without any one of these components, the ecosystem can suffer. Microorganisms,
which are responsible for converting organic matter into inorganic
materials, comprise Bacteria, Archaea, Protista, Fungi, and certain
members of Eukaryota. Bacteria and Fungi compose most of the
biomass in soil ecosystems and will be the primary focus of this
presentation. Many plants have associations with mycorrhizal fungi.
Without these relationships vegetation fails to thrive. If the soil is
disturbed, the microbial community may change, shifting the function
of the soil. In our current era of climate change, sea level rise and
increased urbanization, how can we keep our soils and plants healthy?
This talk will discuss the dynamics of both natural and augmented
ecosystems and how we can all be stewards of the soil.”
The meeting will be at Trout Lake Nature Center just north of Eustis.
There will be a social time at 2 p.m. with the meeting beginning at 2:30
p.m. Directions: Take SR 19 north out of Eustis to the intersection with
CR 44E and turn right at Winn-Dixie and CVS Pharmacy, then go ¼ mile
to the nature center entrance on the right. The meeting is open to
members, friends and the general public.
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Holiday Luncheon – Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 1:00 pm
Join us for our annual Holiday Luncheon held at Trout Lake Nature Center.

The InFocus photo club will be sharing their photography on the big screen during the event for us to enjoy.
Meet and mingle and enjoy the contributions made by all these groups during the year.
Cracker Christmas at Umatilla, FL – Saturday, December 11, 2021 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
The 46th Annual Cracker Christmas Parade and Festival will be held at Cadwell Park. The Parade at 9:30 a.m. will
be held on Hwy 19 followed by fun in the park at 10:00 a.m. There will be Arts and Crafts providing unique gifts.
Food will be available. Our Beautyberry Chapter will have a booth there with educational information on native
plants that grow well in our area and grace our many natural areas nearby. If you can help at our booth, stop by
for an hour or so and join Lavon and Nadine.
Discovery Gardens Workdays – Second Tuesdays of the Month at 9:00 am Next one on December 14
Lavon Silvernell leads the effort of maintaining the chapter’s Native Garden in the southwest corner of Discovery
Gardens at the Ag Center, 1951 Woodlea Road, south of Tavares off SR 19. Lavon is changing the regular work
days to the Second Tuesday of the month. The upcoming work days will be December 14, then in 2022 it will be
January 11th then February 8th, March 8th and April 12th. To let Lavon know that you are willing to help at the
garden, email: lavonsilvernell@gmail.com. Lavon would welcome a helper for a specific date or someone who
could help on the regular schedule.
Field Trip to Flowing Waters Preserve – Sunday, January 2, 2022 at 1:30 pm
This Lake County Water Authority preserve is primarily wetland with an upland flatwoods area in the middle of
the property. Because Flowing Waters is primarily wetland, it does not have regular public access. But the lack of
recreational access does not decrease its value to LCWA’s mission: protecting the water resources of Lake
County. This property, and all wetlands, stores, filters, and cleans water - then retains the carbon rich plant
material under water which reduces CO2 emissions. This property’s 205 acres also provide habitat for native
plants and wildlife, including in past years an eagle’s nest. While this is a winter trip, there will be a few late or
early blooms, holly berries, winter leaf color and other naturalist moments to enjoy. We will have a LCWA staff
guide, to help us find all the best spots.
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Winter means the insect population will be low, but bring some repellent just in case, water and a snack too.
While we expect to stay high and dry, wear outdoor footwear that can get muddy. If you plan to participate,
email: lavonsilvernell@gmail.com to reserve a space. This field trip location is Flowing Waters near Haynes Creek
and CR 44. Parking is limited at F.W. so there will be a meeting point in that area. Since the meeting point has
not been determined as yet, you will receive directions to the meeting point when you sign up.
Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 16, 2022. Gather at 1:30 pm Meeting begins at 2 pm
Native Plants add beauty and life to our home landscapes. But, to truly fulfill their role in the environment, they
need those natural areas that are so quickly disappearing. The contribution and benefit of our native plants in
those spaces are critical, not only as food, shelter and space for our native wildlife, but survival of our native
plants, a place for water recharge, stabilizing the soil, sequestering CO2, and providing a sense of place. Our
speaker will be Lake County Commissioner Sean Parks who will share his vision and plans to protect these
important natural areas in our County into the future.
Equally important for our chapter, our membership will be electing our Chapter’s Officers, FNPS Representative,
and will be presented with the 2022 Budget. Plan to attend and we will begin the new year well organized.
Please see the Annual Meeting article in this newsletter for further details. The Annual Meeting will be held at
Trout Lake Nature Center in Eustis.
Winter Walk at Wendy’s – Sunday, February 13, 2022 at 2 pm
You may know Wendy Poag as the recreation coordinator for Lake County Parks and Trails; responsible for
environmental education and the restoration and management of 2,000 acres of public lands. If so, it shouldn’t
surprise you too much to know that in her spare time she has been converting her once horse pasture and yard
into a botanical storehouse of Florida native plants. Wendy says she can’t guarantee what will be in bloom, but
there are lots of interesting plants from Anise to Zephyranthes to see and learn about. Wendy said if we want to,
we can toast marshmallows and if you like you may bring a treat to share or just bring yourself. It will be an
enjoyable Winter afternoon outdoors with new and old Native Plant friends. Bring a chair and insect repellant
even though it is winter. If you plan to attend, email: lavonsilvernell@gmail.com for directions to Wendy’s when
you sign up. She is in the Northern part of the County. Her place is on the edge of the Ocala National Forest.
Program Meeting – Sunday March 20, 2022 Gather at 1:30 pm, Program at 2 pm
Neta has arranged a presentation by Nancy Bissett, owner of The Natives Nursery, a Botanist, and Restoration
Ecologist. She will give her program on Genetic Diversity, the Cultivars and Clones: Pros and Cons - Neta
introduces the topic as follows: “Planting species within their range of genetic diversity offers different benefits
and drawbacks from species that are propagated as named cultivars or clones with an identical genetic makeup.
These will be compared and contrasted and will include considerations such as longer and more versatile
blooms, adaptation to varying seeding conditions, more attractive to pollinators, more resilient to vary weather,
disease, predation and soil conditions, locally sourced, and helping to preserve not only the species, but the
genetic variability within the species. Cultivars offer uniformity and reliability in production and performance,
enhanced characteristics in size, shape, and color forms, suitability to container growth and appeal, and market
draw as something special.”
This meeting will be held at Trout Lake Nature Center located north of Eustis on CR44E. Please see directions in
earlier entries in this Calendar. As always, the program meetings welcome the general public.
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A Field Trip to the Pasture Reserve - Sunday, April 10, 2022 Blueberries/ Heaths & More 2 pm
The Pasture Reserve is a Lake County Public Lands property. It was purchased using funds from the Public Lands
Management Program. This Program was approved by the voters in the mid-2000s and serves to acquire and
improve land. The Pasture is old agricultural land and still a work in progress; with land management to restore
the property from pasture, groves and crop lands to the fully functioning wetlands, flatwoods and Long Leaf Pine
ecosystems that were there historically.
Nature is resilient and I have been told Spring is a great time to visit this property due to the number of heaths,
plants in the blueberry family, to be found there. We will find species like shiny blueberries, fetterbush,
doghobble, and huckleberries to be found there. Depending on the weather, rain and growth conditions they
may be blooming, setting fruit or even ripe and ready for the critters to eat. We may even find the strangest
member of the heath family, Indianpipe, aka Pinesap, aka Hypopitys monotropa. This is a small nonphotosynthesizing plant, found down in the leaf litter, colorless to pinkish red. It uses the sugars produced by
the pines via a mycorrhizal fungal connection. There are no guarantees what we will find, but the Pasture
Reserve will be a delightful place to visit in the Spring.
There will be emails about all the above Programs and Field Trips as we get closer to the scheduled dates. To
sign up for the Pasture Reserve trip email: mailto:lavonsilvernell@gmail.com
President’s Message by John Benton
I hope that you are enjoying the seasonal weather shift and enjoying more outside time. Maybe you are planting
some of the new plants you picked up at the Wildflower Festival? We had a great turnout on October 2nd. Over
500 people attended the event and many stayed for the presentations and vendors that were available. The
chapter did very well with this fund-raising event. We are grateful to Marc Godts and the Green Isle Gardens
staff, plus the many volunteers from Lake Beautyberry and Passionflower chapters that worked to make it
happen. We would like to explore ways to have plant sales in the northern part of the county. That will be a
project for next year.
It may be old news to some but it is still great news. The Lake Beautyberry Chapter was recognized with the
2020 Outstanding Chapter award from FNPS. Members like Lavon Silvernell, organizing major work on several
sites as well as organizing a great series of field trips, and Patricia Burgos – who put together an important
“Mow Less” brochure that will be used statewide, and Nadine Foley who continues to assemble these
newsletters all contributed to keeping the chapter active in this challenging year.
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers
The Lake Beautyberry Chapter will hold our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 16, 2022. We will meet at Trout
Lake Nature Center. Gather at 2 p.m. The meeting begins at 2:30 p.m. The Annual Meeting will organize our
chapter for the year 2022.
The Nominating Committee has been contacting members to see who is willing to serve on the Board. At this
time, John Benton has said he has served as President for two years and also a year as Vice President before
that, so he would like to pass the office on to someone else. He is willing to serve on the Board and said he
would be Treasurer. Barbara Loudon has been an excellent Treasurer for three years, but does not plan to run
again. Neta Villalobos – Bell has been Secretary before and has been Vice President in 2021 and also has planned
Programs. She is willing to be President in 2022. Pam Janelle has been Secretary in 2021 and is willing to
continue in 2022. Patricia Burgos has been our Chapter Rep to FNPS for several years and she has done an
outstanding job with the FNPS Council of Chapters. So much so that she has been elected to a two-year term as
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Chair of The Council of Chapters. In her report that follows this article she suggests someone new become our
Chapter Rep and she will mentor the new person.
To sum up, here is the situation as of this newsletter date. Planning continues and it will be a topic at the
meeting on November 21, 2021.
Lake Beautyberry Chapter of FNPS Board Prospects Thus Far.
President – Neta Villalobos-Bell – Willing to serve
Vice President – Open
Secretary – Pam Jenelle - Willing to continue to serve.
Treasurer – John Benton – Willing to serve.
FNPS Chapter Rep – Open
Just a reminder, there are many areas of Chapter work and serving on Committees gets the work done all year
long. Our By-Laws allow for a First Vice President for chairing the Program Committee and a Second Vice
President for chairing the Field Trip Committee. Of course, they each also may assume the responsibilities of the
President if the President is absent or unable to serve.
As you can see from the Calendar in this newsletter, a lot of planning has been done already into the New Year.
Other areas of chapter work are serving on Committees such as: Field Trip Planning, Program Planning, Roadside
Wildflower Projects, Public Outreach, Native Plant Rescue and Planting. Land Management Reviews, Discovery
Gardens Native Plant Garden, Membership, Hospitality, Volunteer Coordination and social media - including
Website, Newsletter and Facebook.
In recent years our chapter has organized and held Festival events including large native plant sales. Many
members undertake the Planning and undertaking of these fund-raising events and we hope to continue to do
this as they are very well received by our members and the general public. Many of our members already work
in these committee areas, but we can always find a spot for you and we are glad for the help as the year goes
along. Thank You!
Lake Beautyberry Chapter Representative Report, November 2021
The Council of Chapters has been busy since the last newsletter. At the state level we have been working
regionally across the state to develop two educational materials for chapters to distribute during outreach
events. The first, a four-page brochure titled “Good Citizen Guide to Natural Florida”, provides an easy-to-read
overview of environmental topics important to the Florida Native Plant Society. For example, landscaping with
native plants, protecting Florida’s water, creating wildlife habitat, and promoting dark skies. The second more
targeted educational piece is a Central Florida- focused one page, front and back insert that provides a plant list
for a butterfly, rain and shady gardens, as well as highlighting the regions native plant communities and where
to visit scrub, pine flatwood, sandhill, mesic hammock and spring run stream. FNPS and its chapters are very
concerned about reaching across the aisle and providing information to those new residents getting ready to
plant their gardens.
You may or may not know that the current FNPS Executive Director, Juliet Rynear will be leaving her position in
early December to start a new life in Vermont. We wish her well on her new journey as FNPS now searches for a
new Executive Director to take the society to a new level of community engagement. Not only am I currently the
chapter representative, but I was elected to serve a two-year term as Chair of the Council of Chapters. In that
capacity I am currently engaged on the search committee for a new ED. Our committee is hoping to select a new
director to commence early December. I will keep our chapter updated on new projects.
I would also like to encourage any of our Lake Beautyberry members to consider becoming the new Chapter
Representative. I have held this position for over three years and would welcome a new face. Because I am
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serving as Chair for the Council of Chapters, I would be more than willing and happy to mentor someone, work
alongside a new face to get them up to speed on the council happenings. Please consider joining me on the
council! If you wish to learn more about the position, mailto:patriciab1724@gmail.com
Have a safe and happy holiday season! Patricia Burgos
Sand Hill Trail at Silver River State Park
Fifteen members had an excellent Sand Hill walk conducted by David Rakes on a lovely fall day in celebration of
our beautiful Fall native plant flowers on October 10th during Wildflower Month. With perfect timing we walked
through acres of a splendid meadow under pine trees featuring deep purple Liatris and Paint Brush in bloom.
Accompanying this view was Blue Sage with Dog Fennel and assorted grasses and here and there Coral Bean,
Yucca Filamentosa and Flag Pawpaw.
Starting with Summer Farewell and Wild Buckwheat, David gave us an up-close lesson in the male and female
parts of the flowers and how they attract all those pollinators resulting in the seeds that continue these
successful native plant species. Accompanying his careful discussion, he provided us all with a seven-page listing
of these fall blooming native plants with excellent descriptions of likely pollinators and insects. If you would like
to have a copy of his descriptions to go with you on your next Sand Hill walk, let me know and I will get a few
copies made. Email Nadine Foley at mailto:diney37@aol.com with your request. Thank you to David for his
excellent guided walk and for sharing his knowledge. And, our appreciation also goes to Lavon Silvernell for
organizing this delightful fall field trip.
Florida’s Abundant Asters
In October, members of our chapter joined members of Tarflower Chapter, all on Zoom, for an interesting talk
by Craig Huegel on the abundant Asters found in Florida. Craig encouraged his audience to get out and enjoy
interesting, nearby great landscapes such as the Kissimmee Prairie where he was heading the next day. And he
suggested we all have our own landscapes planted with natives to encourage others to join in. With 62 genera in
Asteraceae, there are plenty of Asters to choose from.
As Craig listed the common traits that Asters share, he showed photos of many examples:
• Asters provide compound flowers in a head which are convenient for pollinators.
• Lots of flowers open over a protracted time. This is safer and less effort for the pollinator.
• Asters are good in a pollinator garden – Yes even Spanish Needles are just dandy!
• Use a variety of Asters as they bloom at different times. The flower has to work to get a suitor.
• Aster flowers open from out to in, from multiple blooms.
• The petals are just for show. They don’t really need petals. Ex: Rayless Sunflowers.
• Colors are yellow or purple/blue. Yellow is most attractive to bees, purple/blue to butterflies.
• White flowers more neutral. Very few Asters are red or green.
• To get to the nectar, the pollinators have to go over the reproductive structures of the flower.
• Remember – No pesticides in the pollinator garden, of course! Thank you to Craig!
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