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JUNE 2025 CHAPTER NEWS
THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY’S MISSION IS TO 

CHAMPION FLORIDA’S NATIVE PLANTS AND THEIR HABITATS.

Welcome New Members to Lake Beautyberry Chapter!
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Cher Rentoumis
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Andrew Pollack & Jill Jarus
Howey-in-the-Hills

Native Plant Article
Can You Tell the Difference?  

Mexican Petunia versus Wild Petunia

Mexican Petunia Ruellia simplex/Brittonia
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Wild Petunia Ruellia caroliniensis

Characteristics Mexican Petunia 
Ruellia simplex

Wild Petunia 
Ruellia 

caroliniensis

Native
Native to Mexico and 
South America Native to Florida

Growth
Perennial shrub, 3-5 ft 
height

Perennial, 1-2 ft 
height 

Leaf shape

Lance-shape, opposite, 
prominent veins 
underside of leaf, 12” 
length x ¾” width

Ovate-elliptical, 
opposite, leaves and 
stems hairy, 2-2.5: 
length x 1” width

Blooms
Purple, pink, or white 
trumpet flowers

Purple trumpet 
flowers, opens at 
dawn and drops by 
afternoon

Invasive

Invasive, forms large, 
horizontal roots 
making them difficult 
to remove

Not invasive, does 
reseed



Upcoming Activities

June 28, Saturday, 8am-10am, Coral Ardisia Removal Workday  
Forest Preserve, W.T. Bland Library, 1995 N Donnelly Street, Mount Dora

Please join us at the trailhead (look for the ‘Forest Preserve Work Day’ sign) and bring your work 
gloves and garden clippers for this work day in the forest, with volunteers on hand to demonstrate 
proper removal techniques. Meet time is 8am at the entrance at the Forest Preserve located behind 
the library parking lot. W.T. Bland Library, 1995 N Donnelly Street, Mount Dora.



Next Chapter Meeting
July 20, Sunday, 1:30 pm, “Protecting What Matters: The Environmental Consultant’s 

Role” W.T. Bland Library, 1995 N Donnelly Street, Mount Dora

With so much new development everywhere, here’s your opportunity to learn about the acquisition 
process, regulations, and permitting, to complete a project. Patti Smith, Biologist and owner of 
Envirosmith Consulting, will share her knowledge and work experience with us. She will use maps 
and aerial photos to illustrate how to do a constraint analysis and share specific projects she has 
worked on. She will show how we can access certain maps too, for example the National Wetland 
Inventory. Free. Open to the public.

Partner Events

Let’s Talk Native Plants! Join us for a guided native plant hike at D Ranch Preserve 
Saturday, June 28, 9-10:30am

Calling all nature lovers, plant enthusiasts, and curious explorers! Conservation Florida invites you 
to a guided educational hike through our beautiful D Ranch Preserve, a forever protected habitat. 



Come learn about Florida’s incredible native plant species and how they support our unique 
ecosystems! What to Expect: Enjoy a scenic Trail Tram ride with stops throughout the property, 
where conservation experts will lead leisurely hikes, share fascinating facts about native flora, and 
offer a unique opportunity to connect with Florida’s wild lands. Since this event has limited space, 
we are suggesting a minimum donation of $5 to secure your place. If you register and can no longer 
make it, please release your ticket. Visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lets-talk-native-plants-
tickets-1407554004919 to register. 

Neta
Neta Villalobos-Bell
Co-President
Lake Beautyberry Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
lakebeautyberry@gmail.com

Florida Native Demonstration Garden Site Preparation Day

Solarization &  
Invasive Plant 
Removal Event

June 28, 2025  |  9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Astor Branch Library

54905 Alco Rd., Astor

Supplies Provided!Supplies Provided! What Volunteers Can ExpectWhat Volunteers Can Expect

Light to moderate physical activity 
(digging, pulling, covering soil)

A hands-on learning experience

Helping restore native plant habitat

Meet fellow plant lovers

Join us as we roll up our sleeves to kick-start the transformation of this space into a 
vibrant Florida Native Demonstration Garden—coming later this year!

We will be tackling invasive plants and preparing the soil for healthy growth using 
solarization, a natural method that uses the sun’s heat to kill weeds, pests, and diseases.

Volunteers under 18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

No experience necessary.

Join our team of Volunteers! Register online at: 
www.keeplakebeautiful.com/#events

Help us Keep Lake CountyBeautiful

We’ll provide gloves, basic garden tools, 
water, and a T-shirt for volunteers.

Feel free to bring your favorite 
gardening tools if you have them!

Please wear closed-toe shoes, sun 
protective clothing, and sunscreen.
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