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President’s Message by Neta Villalobos-Bell 
 

Looking for inspiration for my first President’s Message, I read an article today in the Oakland Nature 

Preserve newsletter that I want to share with you. 

 

“A mindful hike is a very simple thing. It is the practice of becoming aware of your surroundings and 

how your body and mind feel while moving through nature. Consciously engaging our senses when 

hiking not only calms and grounds us, it allows us to recognize the intricacies of how we are all 

connected; the trees with their roots winding through the soil, where worms and insects make their 

homes in the dirt, the birds in the branches, and us amongst the undergrowth. We can see the tiny spider 

spin its web or the squirrel search diligently for last year’s hoard of acorns and know that we are one and 

the same.” Credit:  Christina Hunt (“The Barefoot Gnome) 

 

This is how I feel, but is written so much more expressively than probably if I had written it. We, as 

Florida native plant enthusiasts, are aware of these connections through our observations, whether in a 

garden or a nature area. Our native plants support our wildlife, natural resources, and us, all in the same 

natural system. As we observe these interactions we can experience awe, surprise, curiosity, amazement, 

reverence, appreciation. Continue to be observant, using all senses. Our natural world is wonderful.  

Enjoy. 

 

Lake Beautyberry Chapter Calendar – Spring, Summer and into Fall 2022 
 

Program Meeting  The Lake Beautyberry Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) is 

offering a free seminar on “Native Plant Pests and Diseases on May 15, 2022 at Trout Lake Nature 

Center located at 520 East CR44, Eustis, FL  Phone: 352-357-7536. 

https://lakebeautyberry.fnpschapters.org/


Native plants are often more resistant to pests and diseases, but they are not free of them. Learn about 

common pests and diseases of native plants and how to manage them. Even a few native plants in your 

garden can attract more birds, butterflies and pollinators. Join us and learn about common garden pests 

in your native plant garden and how to manage them without harsh chemicals that can harm our native 

birds, pollinators and beneficial insects. 

 

Our speaker, Jamie Daugherty is the UF/IFAS Lake County Residential Horticulture agent. She holds 

degrees in environmental biology, ecology and forestry. Her work in extension has allowed her a greater 

reach in her passion for environmental education. 

 

Seminar starts at 2:00 p.m. at the nature center or arrive at 1:30 p.m. to chat with chapter members. The 

Lake Beautyberry Chapter meeting will immediately follow the seminar and all are welcome to attend. 

 

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation and 

restoration of the native plants and Native plant communities of Florida. 

 

For more information regarding this seminar, please contact Peggy Schochet at peggyscho@gmail.com. 

For more information about the Lake Beautyberry Chapter of FNPS please visit 

lakebeautyberry.fnpschapters.org. 

 

FNPS 41st Annual Conference – May 20 – 22, 2022: Friday – Sunday. 

 

The Florida Native Plant Society invites you to join this year’s virtual conference featuring expert 

speakers, a plant identification competition, online networking, virtual vendors, online auction and field 

trips. For full details and for registration go to https://fnps.org/conference/2022 

 

Discovery Gardens Workdays – Third Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. Next one on May 17, 2022. 

 

Lavon Silvernell leads the effort of maintaining the chapter’s Native Garden in the southwest corner of 

Discovery Gardens at the Ag Center, 1951 Woodlea Road, south of Tavares off SR 19. The upcoming 

workdays will be May 17, June 21, July 19, August 16, September 20 and October 18. To let Lavon 

know that you are willing to help at the garden, call her at 352-223-4761. Lavon would welcome a 

helper for a specific date or someone who could help on the regular schedule. 

 

Field Trip to Tavares Nature Park – Looking for Tarflower. May 22, 2022, Sunday at 1:00 p.m. This 

trip is a month earlier than usual, but we are hoping to see Tarflower in bloom and things seem to be 

budding and blooming early. 

 

There is a little secret trail between the flatwoods and scrub ecosystems at Tavares Nature Park. An area 

where two systems meet is called an ecotone. An ecotone can be rich in diversity and this one is. It is 

also where the Tarflower, Penstemon, Wild Bachelor Buttons, Hatpins and more are to be found. We 

will explore scrub, wet flatwoods, pond and pine forest too. Who knows with certainty what will be 

blooming then? We can be sure this will be an interesting and diverse walk.  

 

mailto:peggyscho@gmail.com
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We have invited the Lake County Master Gardeners to join us for this trip and we will be meeting at the 

Ag Center since the road back into Tavares Nature Park is just across highway 19. To reserve a space, 

email Lavon at:  lavonsilvernell@gmail.com    Insect repellant is highly recommended. 

 

Program Meeting – Sunday, July 17, 2022. Gather at 1:30 p.m. Program at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Peggy is arranging for a St. Johns River Water Management District presentation on cleaning up 

and building the Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive. Speaker to be announced closer to the meeting date.  

Following the program will be a business meeting and planning for upcoming events. The meeting is 

held at our regular meeting location at Trout Lake Nature Center, 520 East CR 44, Eustis,  

FL. As always for our program meetings and field trips, the general public is welcome to join us. 

 

Field Trip to Smyrna Dunes – Friday, August 12, 2022. Seashore, Dunes, Mangrove Swamps and 

more. 

 

Lavon has planned a wonderful trip so join Beautyberry Chapter, FNPS for a trip to Smyrna Dunes 

a Volusia County Park. This park is located on a spit of land with the Atlantic Ocean on one side, the  

Indian River on the other and Ponce Inlet off its tip. The location makes for great views and a variety of 

plant communities:  from surf-front dunes to mangrove swamp, desert like over-wash plain and on the 

landward side maritime hammock. 

 

We will have two guides from Pawpaw FNPS Chapter, Sonya Guidry, who has been called, the native 

plant ambassador and Warren Reynolds, a master naturalist and Marine Science Center volunteer. 

 

Smyrna Dunes is a popular park, with limited parking, so to ensure that we will be able to enter we are 

visiting on a Friday afternoon and carpooling to reduce the number of vehicles and the $10.00 cost for 

parking. We will leave Mt Dora Lowe’s parking lot at 1:30 p.m. and return there at 8:00 p.m. 

(Remember it is Summer, it won’t be full dark until almost 9:00 p.m.)  We will have about 3 hours to 

botanize and about a half hour for your picnic supper. To reserve your space email Lavon at: 

lavonsilvernell@gmail.com 

 

Program Meeting – Sunday, September 18,2022 - Plant Propagation. Gather at 1:30 p.m.  

 

The program beginning at 2:00 p.m. will be a plant propagation presentation by Peggy Schochet and 

Remy Partlow with a demonstration of stem cuttings to follow outside. It includes class participation to 

propagate a plant by stem cuttings. A regular business meeting will be included, with updates on 

upcoming events. The meeting is held at Trout Lake Nature Center, Eustis (see before). 

 

Field Trip to Lake May Reserve – Saturday, September 24, 2022   Time to be determined. 

 

Soil and rain create habitat for wildflowers, wildlife and clean water, too. Join Friends of the Wekiva 

and Lake Beautyberry Chapter of FNPS for a tour of Lake May Reserve. This trip will focus on the 

ecosystems created by the interaction of rainfall, soils and slight changes in elevation at the Reserve. 

More information as the time approaches. Watch the chapter website. lavonsilvernell@gmail.com   
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